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Elissa Golberg has been with the Department of Foreign Affairs and 
International Trade (DFAIT) since 1996, largely as an advisor and 
analyst on peace and conflict issues, human rights and humanitarian 
affairs.  
 

Ms. Golberg was appointed Director General of the Stabilization and 
Reconstruction Task Force (START) in April 2009.  Prior to this 
appointment, Ms. Golberg served as the Representative of Canada in 
Kandahar (February 2008 - 2009). Prior to this assignment, Ms. 
Golberg was the Executive Director of the Independent Panel on 
Canada’s Future Role in Afghanistan. 

Ms. Golberg has served as Senior Director and Deputy Head of START, Director of the 
Humanitarian Affairs and Disaster Response Division (2005-2007), and has worked as a Senior 
Policy Advisor in DFAIT’s Human Rights and Human Security Divisions.  

Ms. Golberg has participated in the management of Canadian Government responses to conflicts 
in Kosovo, Sierra Leone, Eritrea/Ethiopia, East Timor, Sudan, Afghanistan, Iraq, Haiti and 
Lebanon.  She is a recipient of the Queen’s Jubilee Medal for Public Service, 3 Ministers’ 
Awards for Foreign Policy Experience, and the ISAF General Service medal.  

Elissa Golberg has a Master’s degree International Relations from the Norman Paterson School 
of International Affairs. 

 


